CHAP. III.]               THE VIRGIN MARY.                           309

built many churches to Christ at Constantinople. Of
these, however, there is one which was built in Bla-
chernse, in the beginning of Marcian ['<$ reign} of divine
memory. These, therefore, namely, Marcian and Pul-
cheria, when they had built a venerable temple to the
greatly to be celebrated and most holy mother of God
and ever Virgin Mary, and had decked it with all
ornaments, sought her most holy body, which had con-
ceived God. And having sent for Juvenal, Archbishop
of Jerusalem, and the bishops of Palestine, who were
living in the royal city on account of the synod then
held at Chalcedon, they say to them, We hear that
there is in Jerusalem the first and famous Church
of Mary, mother of God and ever Virgin, in the
garden called Gethsemane, where her body which
bore the Life was deposited in a coffin. We wish,
therefore, her relics to be brought here for the protec-
tion of this royal city." But Juvenal answered, " In
the holy and divinely inspired Scripture, indeed, nothing
is recorded of the departure of holy Mary, mother
of God. But from an ancient and most true tradition
we have received, that at the time of her glorious fall-
ing asleep, all the holy Apostles who were going through
the world for the salvation of the nations, in a moment
of time borne aloft, came together at Jerusalem. And
when they were near her, they had a vision of angels,
and divine melody of the highest powers was heard:
and thus with divine and more than heavenly glory,
she delivered her holy soul into the hands of God in
an unspeakable manner. But that which had con-
ceived God being borne with angelic and apostolic
psalmody, with funeral rites, was deposited in a coffin
in Gethsemane. In this place the chorus and singing
of the angels continued for three whole days. But